Advent Sunday – 1 Cor 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-end

What are you giving up for Advent? Or perhaps more

in St. Columba’s cave on the Galloway peninsular where that

specifically what are you going to do for Advent? No, I haven't
gone completely bonkers, we are in a season of

saint was supposed to have made his first landfall. In the cave
was a rough stone altar and in the rock above it you could just

preparation, and repentance. Liturgically it is very similar to

make out a mark in the rock of a cross. I don’t know what

the period before Easter, Lent. As you can see we are using

came first, the altar or the cross but it was there, waiting to be

purple as our colour and there are no flowers or hangings in

discovered by all who came to that special place.

church, just as it is for Lent, and during Lent as part of our

Anyway it must have been there for more than 1500

preparations for Easter, we are expected to do something
aren't we. So that we and perhaps others will know that we

years, just a mark on the wall. As individual Xns, I believe we
leave a mark as well. Most of us may well lead quite

are Christian and that we are approaching that major festival

unremarkable lives, although the more that I talk to people the

with serious intent. It marks us out for God, at least in our

less sure I am of that, it seems that very few people are

own minds, even if it is barely apparent to others. Advent is no

'ordinary' at all, and no-one is exactly like the next person

different really, and we were reminded of that in our Gospel

either. Each person is remarkable in their individual experience,

reading this morning weren't we, that we need to watch out,
lest our Lord comes and finds that we have done nothing except

and each of us has something of value to give. But we lead
unspectacular lives don't we. We rarely produce headlines,

sleep! In another Advent Sunday reading, from Matthew's

even in the Parish mag. do we? Yet our presence in the world,

Gospel, Jesus tells us that we will be judged by the depth and

our faithful performance of the little acts of daily living, of

quality of our response to Him. Whatever you do for the least

active witness to our Lord, makes its mark.

of these my brethren, you do also for me. As Xns, what we

There have been, there are, and there will be again,

do must make a difference, and in particular this is the case as
we prepare for both Easter and Christmas.

times when we shall feel useless. When what we say or do
seems to make little difference to the person pouring out their

The trouble is that even when we try really hard, what

troubles to us, or when our little act of love is unnoticed even

we do doesn't seem to make any difference does it? But, I am

by the people who are very close to us. And also, we can feel

reminded of a time when we were on Sabbatical and we were

particularly useless when confronted with need on a massive
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scale too can't we? When we want desperately to do

with any other good news we have in our lives, that's what

something for Rohynga Muslims in Burma, the Yazidi Xns in
Syria, or many others war torn countries, or the latest place to

we would do isn't it? Can you imagine the father whose wife
has just had a 1st and longed for baby not getting on the phone

be struck down with a climactic disaster, or even the people

as soon as he can and tell just about everybody the wonder

caught up in abusive situations that sadly so many seem to

of the thing that has happened to him - no of course not. It is

find themselves in. No-one apparently, listens to our small, thin

the most natural and the most beautiful thing in the world to do.

voice, our words of love or of protest. But, 'your living shall

We have good news, you and I have good news. That's

not be in vain', as the song puts it. We make our mark, and
however small it is, it's our mark, and the world will never be

why we come here Sunday by Sunday to praise the God that
enabled us to see that good news for ourselves. So, we mustn't

quite the same again.

be frightened by the term evangelism, because it is not about

I was reminded of that some time ago when I was on a

us going out into the world to convert hundreds of people.

course called, about evangelism, you know, that horrible word

That's not our job. After all it is not us who convert people, it

that makes us all curl up and want to hide in the corner

is God. It is God who convicts people of the truth of His

somewhere, somewhere where we can't be seen, or made to go

message of love wrapped up in the person of Jesus, wrapped
up in the birth of a tiny baby, a baby whose birth we are just

out and do something that we find to be abhorrent or
embarrassing. But that is not evangelism, or at least it is not

now beginning to prepare for and make ready. Evangelism is

the evangelism that I want to talk about this evening. We are

not necessarily about getting people into church either, it is not

not necessarily called to go and stand on street corners and

something that is church centred, but something that is people

bludgeon poor unsuspecting people into believing the Gospel.

centred, and so it is the reverse of that. Evangelism is, or should

No, effective evangelism doesn't work like that does it. Real,

be about pouring a spirit filled church into the world, not
bludgeoning people into coming to church. That will happen

effective evangelism stems from the life and witness of ordinary
Xns who are taken with, absorbed by, the good news of Jesus

quite naturally once X has claimed people for His own. But, it

Christ. And when we are, we are so thrilled to have that good

is about the processes by which people become disciples of

news that we want to, we must, share it with others. After all

Christ.

Advent Sunday – 1 Cor 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-end

Oh dear, there, have I frightened you all off again. I

people to be here with us on our journey then that will cause

don't mean to, and it is all so much simpler than we might
think. You see God gives us so much in the way of opportunity

change and we mustn't be afraid of that, it is quite natural. Just

doesn't he? We have so many people whom God has placed

at home if somebody new walks through the door and

in our path, so many contacts with people in different walks of
our lives at work, socially, in the interest groups that we have,
many of whom would like to make a first step towards a living
faith, or pick up the reins of a faith that has fallen away. People
are naturally curious about what makes Xns special, or what

think of all the ways that there would be a change to a family

becomes part of it. So, how can we make a start on all this,
how do we get around all the jargon.
Did you know, 75% of all Xns became Xn because
of the people amongst whom they found themselves. They

Xns think makes them special.
Of course, we know the answer, Jesus is the answer, but

are the people, the contacts that we all have. These are the

first and this is important, we have to wait for the question,

with and for whom you and we as a church have been called

otherwise the answer will not be listened to. What do I mean

to serve. And I want you to do that through your prayer and

by that. Well, most people have heard about Jesus Christ in

your action. At the heart of our life of faith is prayer, or at

some way or other. According to surveys, most people believe

least it should be, and I know that we all have hang ups

in God, but they don't believe it is relevant for them. They

about our prayer life, what we should and shouldn't be

have heard about the Xn faith but not received it as good

doing -I don't want to get bogged down in all that or try to

news. And some of that may be our fault - is it good news for

make people feel guilty at all. No, what I want you to do is to

us - is that good news evident in our lives, in what we say and

think about the person that you know who may just be open

what we do - is that good news evident in our worship - do we

letting Jesus in. It may be a friend or a neighbour, a member

really welcome the newcomer to the fold? And I ask that

of your family or someone who used to have a faith but has

question even in the knowledge of all the good work that we

now drifted away. What I want you to do, either right now or

do here in welcoming, because if we genuinely want other

people that I want you to be thinking of and for you to work

Advent Sunday – 1 Cor 1.3-9; Mark 13.24-end

when you have access to a pen or pencil, is to write down those

but he knew people were praying for him, he has been on our

names on a card, and pray for them, that they may be open to

prayer list for some time too. He spoke of how reassuring and

God’s Spirit and may feel His love. And I want you to do that

uplifting that had been for him. Anyway, he woke one

consistently and honestly, and if you get the opportunity to

morning with this idea in his head that someone was praying

speak of your faith to them even if only in glancing, or by

for him in Manchester. The thing is that he knew nobody from

inviting them to a service, or offering to pray for them in a

there. He told his wife, saying how strange that was and she

particular situation, whatever is appropriate, you will know. I

then said to him that when they were away for a few days a

want you to continue to do that until something breaks for

little while ago she had got talking to a Xn couple about his

them – because something will. If we each do that we can

condition, they said to her, unbeknown to him, that they would

each make a mark, the mark may not be visible to them, or to

pray for him. They live in Manchester, he was amazed.

others, but we will make a mark.

And then when that

something happens, give thanks to God for His goodness – we
are often too willing to ask and don’t say thank you enough.

And then when that something happens, give thanks to
God for His goodness
Of course, the interesting thing is that if we each do that,

And I’m sorry, I know this sermon is already a little

each make our mark for God in the heart and mind of just one

long but I want to tell you a story, it happened yesterday. I

other person and help them to come to God our preparations

was in Pete’s car with a friend of his and we were returning

for the coming of our Lord Jesus are not in vain and our faith

from watching WBA play Palace [1 point won by us, 2 points

will have left an indelible mark within the growing

lost by them] and his friend was talking about the bowel

community of people dedicated to living their lives in the

cancer that was discovered in him earlier this year which

knowledge and love of Christ, that we call the church. So, how

obviously has turned his world upside down. He is not a Xn,

will you, how will I, make our mark this Advent. Well perhaps

at least not in the card-carrying terms that we might describe,

now we may have more of an idea. May God grant that the mark
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we leave is the mark of the cross, the sign of God’s love.

