Nine Lessons and Carols 2017 – Mike Terry
I was fortunate enough to be invited onboard the brand new Queen Elizabeth aircraft
carrier on her first full day in commission – as an ex Naval Engineer how could I
refuse? I travelled with a friend whose grandson was in the back of the car. More
than once on that short journey came the “Are we nearly there yet?” question that’s
so frustrating for anyone transporting young children!
But I wonder if we can be often just as impatient as our youngsters. Even before
becoming a priest, I’ve often had people ask me questions, questions really directed at
God, and I wonder whether they are as frustrating to God as a youngster’s are to their
driver. As we look at the world news out of the car-windows of our life, as we
experience the bumps in the road of our own life, who has not said “And where’s God
in all this?” “Why doesn’t God DO something?”
I believe these questions arise from our deepest longings for a world of peace, our
desire to get to a destination where peace reigns. Kids on a journey are impatient
because they know something better is yet to come – and so do we!
We’re right to long for a peace on earth that we do not see yet. It’s a desire planted
deep into our very souls by God, and we know there should be a better way. We even
see God’s promises of peace in our readings tonight from Isaiah. Hence our question:
“Why aren’t we THERE yet God?”
My response to the question “Why doesn’t God DO something?” is usually that God
HAS already done something. Because what we celebrate at Christmas is so much
more than just the birth of a baby. It’s so much more than the warm glow of
candlelight in a familiar, vaguely comforting church service, or cosy times with family
and friends. What we celebrate at Christmas is the answer to those very deep and
utterly valid questions about what God has done about the state of the world. What
we celebrate at Christmas is the arrival of someone in whom peace is embodied, one
whose very title is the Prince of Peace.
His manifesto was to help the poor, release the captives, give sight to the blind, to
proclaim God’s favour towards mankind, and that he did, 2000 years ago. In other
words his mandate was to bring in that kingdom of peace and justice for which we long
so instinctively. But is this really possible now?
If it was one young man that provided the question to start my reflection this evening, it
was another that gave the answer to that initial question, at our Messy Church Service
just last week. We were talking about the meaning of Christmas. One youngster
absolutely nailed it when he said that Christmas leads to Easter and when Jesus died
on the cross, death couldn’t hold him. He rose from the dead and proved that death
isn’t the end. Out of the mouths of babes and infants comes great wisdom indeed! It’s
Christ’s resurrection from the dead at Easter that proves he has authority to be the
Prince of Peace – for all time!
But what can we do about this? As we will hear in our magisterial final reading from
John’s Gospel, we’re also given God’s Holy Spirit, if we will receive him, to give us
power to live as children of God, in this world, now. In other words, unlike the kid
strapped in the back of the car, who can do nothing to get himself to his destination
more quickly, we have an active part to play in bringing God’s peace to those around
us today. It’s not all down to God.

Every time we choose to be kind rather than indifferent or rude, we bring in God’s
peace. Every time we give money to charity rather than spend it on ourselves, we
bring in God’s peace. Every time we pray in faith, we bring in God’s peace.
Every time we seek reconciliation rather than conflict or insist on our own selfish
‘rights’, we bring in God’s peace. Every time we offer our time selflessly to serve
others, perhaps by visiting a lonely or an ill person, we bring in God’s peace. Each
time we volunteer to help others, at home or abroad, we bring in God’s peace.
In other words we have the answer to our deepest questions within our own grasp.
Rather than keeping asking God about why HE hasn’t done anything, we can take the
resurrection power he gives us and play the part he asks of us in bringing His peace to
the world around us right now.
But even that’s not the ultimate answer to “Are we there yet?” Because the final
promise of Christmas is that Jesus will return again, but not as a tiny baby in a humble
birth. Rather as the king of kings, as well as the Prince of Peace, to restore and renew
everything in a new heaven and a new earth. That’s when the journey will truly end
and we really will have arrived. All our questions will receive their ultimate answer.
Meanwhile the gift of God’s peace is the answer all our impatience in the journey of
life. The peace of his presence in our lives is the answer to that inner nagging question
that there must be something better coming.
Perhaps this Christmas you can receive this, or renew your commitment to, the Christ
after whom it is named. It’s only he that can, and will, keep giving us the resurrection
power of the Holy Spirit, to live as children of God, bringing in His peace, until he
comes again. May the peace of the Prince of Peace be yours this Christmas. Merry
Christmas all! AMEN.

