Stewardship talk, 15th October 2017
Readings:

As people, when we love and adore, we feel compelled to
give, to express our deepest feelings, whether in our human relationship or when it comes to show our love for

Psalm 24
1 Chronicles 29: 6-15
1 Peter 4: 7-11

God.
The reading from 1Chronicles comes at the point where
Solomon, King David’s son, has been tasked to build a
permanent home, a temple to God. The Israelites have

Whenever Peter and I travel, whether abroad or in this
country, we never pass by a church without popping in.
This summer we visited some beautiful places of worship,
old, crumbling around the edges but nevertheless endowed with the ‘wow!’ factor.

been released from Babylonian exile and on their return
to Jerusalem creating a beautiful temple is their priority in
thanksgiving.
Chapter 29 starts off with a description of the sumptuous,
splendid jewels and gemstones which are to be used. No
expense is to be spared in the glorification of the God who

Every one of these buildings makes me feel humble: the

has dealt so generously and faithfully with His people.

vision of those people who erected these building long

‘who, then, will offer willingly, consecrating themselves to-

ago, who toiled and used their skills to build these magnif-

day to the Lord?’ asks King David. There is no shortage

icent churches to the glory of God. Walking around these

of gifts for the Lord’s temple.

great places of worship enhances my sense of wonder.
They are reminded that ‘yours O Lord, are the greatness,
the power, the glory, the victory and the majesty; for all
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that is in the heavens and on earth is yours;…..all that we

praises self- sufficiency. It is through faith in God’s love for

have provided… for your holy name comes from your

us that we come to realise how we have been blessed. We

hand and is all your own.’

have confidence in God’s steadfast care. Stewardship cul-

There you have it: ultimately, all the things we enjoy here

tivates an attitude of abundance.

in our lives are given by God.
Whether it’s building a magnificent structure and dedicate
it to the glory of God, or whether we simply give of our-

For tonight’s talk on stewardship I have chosen 3 readings
which echo these sentiments.

selves by loving God and using the gifts he’s given us for
the benefit of others, we do so to show our love to the
creator.

God in himself “is love”, who gives himself completely, who

In Genesis we read that God
‘ made humankind in our image, according in our likeness
and let them have dominion over the earth..’(Genesis
1:26-27)

“so loved the world that he gave his only Son [so] that the
world might be saved through him” (John 3:16-17). It is difficult for us to even grasp the magnitude of this gift from
God’s unconditional love for us.

Such is the love of God that he entrusts this wonderful,
diverse planet to us.
He has put us in charge, we are the stewards to ensure
all is protected, runs smoothly and

It is essential to recognise God’s gifts and our dependence

flourishes on earth. Well, that’s working well, isn’t?

on Him. Everything we are and everything we have comes

Only last week there was a report of 1000s of tons of plas-

to us from God. This is directly opposed to a culture that

tic rubbish being dumped into the world’s oceans, killing
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its diverse wildlife…. Sadly, that’s only a small part of the
destruction mankind has wrought on the earth.

As individuals we have all been given gifts. In the extract

Stewardship job done? I think not.

from Peter’s letter, we read that ‘ like good stewards of the

Psalm 24 puts it quite succinctly:

manifold fold grace of God, serve one another with whatever

‘ the earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world and

gift you you have received.’(1Peter 4: 10)

those who live in it…’
We are responsible, no doubt that God’s left us in charge.

Recently, we had an audit of the gifts abundant in our
church. And all are being used in this place for the glory of

Having lived through the 70s with its 3 day week, power

God in gratitude of all He does for us and for the benefit of

cuts and endless strikes has not left me impressed with

our Christian Community.

Stewards, the shop floor variety, who called strikes at the

Gratitude comes from humbly recognising the generosity of

drop of a hat. I needed to remind myself of the definition

God and being open to God’s gifts. It is essential for us to

of the word ‘Steward’

think of God’s gifts in a broader sense, not just material things
here on earth. Our faith, hope, love, joy, relationships with

1

(of an official) supervise arrangements or keep order

2. manage or look after (another's property).

others, intelligence, talents and skills, imagination, compassion and vision are all gifts. When we recognise these in ourselves and in our world, we are receiving that gift. Receiving

Well, there you have it.

requires genuine humility. It demands that we enter into a re-

It’s clearly a post with huge responsibility, not to be taken

lationship with the giver. Gratitude acknowledges abun-

lightly. But what kind of stewards are we?

dance. Our gratitude should know no bounds.
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It is our duty to cultivate God’s gifts responsibly. Literally,

I guess we could take a soap box and proclaim the good

steward means manager of the place. God has entrusted His

news from street corners but that, I fear, would just gain us

place to us. We are accountable to God for managing the

some strange looks.

gifts given to us. We do so for the glory of God and in service
of all our fellow humans.
We are expected to take care of the gifts. We build on them
by fostering them and using them in a way that God has
planned for us. When we plan to do something with one of
these gifts, we must ask...”What would God say about my
use of His gift? Would He approve or disapprove? Am I
ashamed to tell Him how it was used?”

I’m talking about the physical presence of our church as well
as us as individuals living out the gospel.
For the last 1500 years or so there has been a building to
mark a Christian presence in most villages and towns across
this country as well as Europe. They are part of who we are,
integral to our culture and heritage.They are a familiar, comforting presence, a place in which to sit and reflect on the
generosity of God’s love, on Him who in the words of the

The sacrifice of Jesus on the cross was for our salvation.

psalmist is ‘..our refuge and strength a very present help in

Christ’s sacrifice is the model of love. We are to continue Je-

trouble.’ (Psalm 46)

sus’ saving work. We are to be true disciples and stewards
of the Gospel message. Stewardship shifts the focus from us
to our relationship with God.
In order for us to be effective stewards of the gospel message, means we also need to be visible.
Page 4 of 5

Now, in this more secular age, the majority of churches remain but many are in a poor state of repair. If they were left
to fall down and eventually vanish.

So who’s responsible for their upkeep? Yes, we can apply for

Our financial experts have produced a wonderful leaflet

grants (many church communities do) ask the public to con-

which illustrates the amount of money needed to keep our

tribute (as part of our collective heritage) but the part of that

St.Mary’s church as a continuing presence of Christian faith

responsibility rests with us as stewards of God’s people.

and witness in our community of Warsash. I commend it to

I would like to believe that these physical monuments to our
Christian faith would be missed.
As a faith community we have a vital message of hope, love
and salvation to proclaim to a broken, uncertain world.
But how can these churches remain as a witness to the faith?
There is a misconception among quite a number of people
who think that there is this mythical pot of cash (the church is
immensely rich?…)
Our lovely old church is also showing its age. And yet, we are
better off than some of the churches Peter and I visited this
year. Many are bigger, older buildings and need ever more
cash to maintain them.
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you.
‘But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able
to make this freewill offering? For all things come from you
and of your own have we given you.’ (1 Chronicles 29:14)
Amen

