Choral Evensong talk, 23rd July 2017 6.30PM
Readings: 2 Chronicles 5:11-end
Colossians 3: 12-17
Hear the supplications of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from
heaven, your dwelling place; and when you hear, forgive.

Seriously, though, as a species we are designed to praise, to
adore. Watching people at concerts on TV, their faces suffused with delight at seeing their favourite star, confirms this
view. It is a God given quality for which we should give thanks
and in which we should engage readily, especially when it
comes to worship.
The Bible contains lots of music - in fact, the longest book in

It was Cliff Richard, swiftly followed by Clark Gable who had

the Bible is its song book—the Psalms, 150 of them written

clearly stepped from Olympus in the guise of Adonis on to my

as songs, prayers, appeals to God.

teenage bedroom wall much to my parents’ dismay.

A huge range of human emotion and need for God can be

Ah, the adoration, the praise of their left eye brow, their

found in the psalms. They are practical prayer based on real

smile…. Was that not an easy thing to gaze on their image

human experiences.

with longing and then perhaps burst into song, using the

The psalms are prayers for all kinds of human situations:

words of a topical pop song which seemed to always to ex-

there is despair, hopelessness, doubt as to whether God

press teenage sentiments…

hears prayers and yet there are also words of comfort, hope,

I don’t suppose any of you were that daft. Still, I have moved

faith, love and praise of a steadfast, loving God.

on, thank goodness, and now seek to praise God in prayer
and song instead of random blokes whose images have been
replaced with a cross on the wall above my bed.
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They account for over 7 percent of the Old Testament.

In addition to the Psalms are other song- and poetry-focused

the music with which this event is celebrated. and how God’s

books such as Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes.

presence pervades the temple.

In the New Testament, song lyrics are recorded in Revelation 5, 7, and 15; the mention of Jesus and the disciples sing-

The passage from Paul’s letter to the Colossians is a re-

ing in Matthew 26:30; and the example of the apostles’ sing-

minder of the five graces: compassion, kindness, humility,

ing in Acts 16:25. Many people also consider Mary’s

meekness and patience which in themselves warrant prayer.

Magnificat in Luke 1:46–55 and the angels’ announcement in

These are the qualities with which, as God’s chosen, we are

Luke 2:14 to be songs.

‘ to clothe ourselves’ and the last paragraph is summed up in

The church is commanded to communicate with each other

a way that covers every aspect of life.

“with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and

and whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in

make music from your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).

the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the

In my view, music in worship is prayer, a desire to express

Father through him.’

our love for God.

Every activity is to be done in obedience to the Lord Jesus
and is to be accompanied by the giving of thanks to God the

I have chosen 2 Bible readings for tonight where praise and

Father. Giving thanks and praise IS prayer; it is evidence of

worship are highlighted:

our faith and love for God, creator of all.

In 2 Chronicles deal with the completion and inauguration of
Solomon’s temple. The Ark of the covenant is brought to this

Our Choral evensong tonight is all about praising God in

place as a central feature of worship and the extract tells of

words set to music.
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I am no expert on prayer but I have discovered that music

our instinctual heritage, therefore we should find it relatively

can be a powerful way into prayer.

easy to communicate with God in prayer. But we don’t.Peo-

One of my favourites (and it’s on my iPhone is the Matt Red-

ple find praying challenging.

man's version of ‘ Bless the Lord, o, my soul’ based on psalm

That’s why it was highlighted during our Growing our church

103. It means that I can pray and praise God on the go. To

sessions and for the next few weeks ways into practical

my husband’s dismay there are a number of other modern

prayer will be the focus of our sermon slots.

praise songs on that device, played at the touch of a button.
I have also discovered that music can lead me to lose my-

Prayer is the way in which we communicate with God and

self. Music is powerful and can play a role in contemplation

doing so with music is just another approach. As this is Cho-

and prayer.

ral evensong, dedicated to hymns and anthems, I thought it
would be an idea to combine music with prayer.

There are any number of books on the subject of prayer;
So why all this music in the Bible, in our weekly worship, in
Ultimately though, practical, everyday prayer is the way in

our Choral evensong tonight?

which we seek communication, awareness and closeness to

Music is a prayerful way in which to worship. It is a human

our Lord Jesus in God.

expression of praise in our Lord God, His son Jesus and the

Prayer and praise seem to go hand in hand.

Holy Spirit. But there are many other ways and in different

As Christians it is right that we should pray and praise the

situation to pray. Those who find it difficult to pray, can find

very God in whom we have our being. He is the very source

expression in hymns or psalms.

of wisdom and love. The need to adore and revere is part of
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What else is singing God’s praise but another form of

If it does, then you are close to being prayerful. Something

prayer?

deep within us has made a spiritual connection to music and

Think of the simplicity of the Taize chants : ‘O lord, hear my

it is that which in turn connects us to God.

prayer, o Lord, hear my prayer, when I call answer me.”

It is right to give thanks and praise is a line from the prayer

There is something very powerful about repeating words ac-

of preparation for Holy Communion.

companied by a simple rhythm. This goes back hundreds of

We seek God in all kinds of situations and we give Him

years when prayerful chants were part of the daily prayer of-

thanks for His goodness: we worship, adore and pray those

fices in religious communities.

thanks.

Simple, straightforward and no of heavy theological treatise

Singing prayerfully together to the Lord embeds the mes-

needed. Look closely at Charles Wesley’s hymns such as

sage of His love in our minds and souls. It is a powerful min-

‘and can it be, ‘Love divine’ These are powerful words, ex-

istry of teaching and encouragement that we share together.

pressing thoughts and feelings about God. Read them as

Whether our hearts cry out, “Create in me a pure heart, O

you're singing and there you have a prayer.

God” (Ps. 51:10), or joyfully shout, “And he will reign forever
and ever” (Rev. 11:15), the power of music that exalts God

Music is integral to our lives as Christians but it is also en-

lifts our spirits and grants us peace as well as giving us the

hances our humanity. There is such a wealth of music, such

opportunity to offer up prayers.

wonderful words written to music. I wonder what your favour-

‘As long as I have being I will sing praises unto my God.’

ite hymn or psalm might be?

Amen

Does music move you?
Page 4 of 5

Donate

Page 5 of 5

