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Theme: Series on Stewardship during October
Isaiah 45:1-7 (NRSVA)
Cyrus, God’s Instrument
45 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus,
whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him
and strip kings of their robes,
to open doors before him—
and the gates shall not be closed:
2 I will go before you
and level the mountains,[a]
I will break in pieces the doors of bronze
and cut through the bars of iron,
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness
and riches hidden in secret places,
so that you may know that it is I, the Lord,
the God of Israel, who call you by your name.
4 For the sake of my servant Jacob,
and Israel my chosen,
I call you by your name,
I surname you, though you do not know me.
5 I am the Lord, and there is no other;
besides me there is no god.
I arm you, though you do not know me,
6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one besides me;
I am the Lord, and there is no other.
7 I form light and create darkness,
I make weal and create woe;
I the Lord do all these things.
Footnotes:
a. Isaiah 45:2 Q Ms Gk: MT the swellings

Psalm 96:1-13 (NRSVA)
Praise to God Who Comes in Judgement
1 O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvellous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Honour and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9
Worship the Lord in holy splendour;
tremble before him, all the earth.
10 Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.’
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13
before the Lord; for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his truth.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 (NRSVA)
Salutation
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace.
The Thessalonians’ Faith and Example
2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labour of
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers
and sisters[a] beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the
gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with
full conviction; just as you know what kind of people we proved to be among you for
your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word
of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in
every place where your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions[b] report about us what kind of
welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living
and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.
Footnotes:
a. 1 Thessalonians 1:4 Gk brothers
b. 1 Thessalonians 1:9 Gk For they

Matthew 22:15-22 (NRSVA)
The Question about Paying Taxes
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, ‘Teacher, we know that you
are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference
to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think.
Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?’ 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice,
said, ‘Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used
for the tax.’ And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, ‘Whose head
is this, and whose title?’ 21 They answered, ‘The emperor’s.’ Then he said to them,
‘Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the
things that are God’s.’ 22 When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him
and went away.
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We continue to focus on the subject of Stewardship during the month of October. I
hope you are welcoming the different perspectives that the preaching team are
bringing. Yes? No? Groan? In all honesty, there is something about Stewardship
that makes us grumble or groan inwardly a bit, isn’t there? Why is that? Are we
willing to examine our response – if indeed it is not one of interest and eagerness to
hear more? If we were willing to examine our less-than-enthusiastic response, there
may be no need for me to speak further. I could just go and sit down!
Contemplating the subject of Stewardship brings us face to face with our inner
attitudes and deeper motivations – and the question is, do we like what we see? We
may, of course! But we may groan because we don’t even want to ‘go there’. What,
in truth, is our personal attitude towards giving to God and to others?
Whenever Stewardship is mentioned, I am reminded of the truth that, after the
conversion of the heart, which allows us to acknowledge Jesus as Lord, a person
needs to experience two further conversions – the conversion of the wallet, and the
conversion of the diary or calendar! And in the same way that our original
conversion needs regular boosting through hearing God’s word and spending time
with his people, our second and third conversions need refreshing and that’s what
we are doing this month.
Personally, I believe that if we remain aware of who this God IS that we worship, the
rest follows.
So let’s start there.
Who GOD is.
The Problem
With the challenges of everyday life, it can be so easy for us to neglect our focus on
God and who he is. As God becomes diminished in our heart and mind, so WE
become magnified, and think it is all up to us. And our attitudes and motivations will
follow. What we need is to be reminded that, ‘Your God is too small’. When our God
is too small, we believe we must rely on ourselves, on our own abilities, and do
everything in our own strength. We feel fearful, defensive, independent.
The Solution
When our God is too small, we need the truth to turn things the right way up. Where
do we find that truth? In God’s word.
Let’s take a fresh look at this God whom we have come to worship this morning,
from the words of today’s psalm:
Psalm 96:1-13 (NRSVA)

Praise to God Who Comes in Judgement
1 O sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth.
2 Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
3 Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvellous works among all the peoples.
4 For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be revered above all gods.
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.
6 Honour and majesty are before him;
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
7 Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength.
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
9 Worship the Lord in holy splendour;
tremble before him, all the earth.
10
Say among the nations, ‘The Lord is king!
The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.
He will judge the peoples with equity.’
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
12
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
13
before the Lord; for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with his truth.
THIS is the God we worship this morning. And THIS is how we are to worship him giving him glory! It is right to worship God, because we are declaring the truth.
GOD doesn’t need our praise, but WE need to praise him. It’s about love.
When we imagine and know and worship God in his greatness, our attitudes and
motivations will follow. When our God is glorious, majestic, powerful, righteous,
active, we will rely on him. We feel protected, safe, strong.
A Question: Whose reputation are you trying to boost? Yours, or God’s?
And when we know who God is, and worship him, we find the truth of who we are:
Who WE are.
The Problem
Before we accept the truth of who God is, we think we are free, and free agents.
But we become truly free when we see that without God we are bound by and to
other things – the bible calls them, ‘idols’. In our psalm:
5
For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the Lord made the heavens.

The Solution
It is in knowing Christ that we experience true freedom. God made the heavens and
earth and all that is in it. Therefore, everything belongs to… him.
God made you and me. Therefore, we belong to… him.
This belonging is a truth, but it is also a choice, as God gives us free will.
When we say that we belong to him, he sets us free, free from all that binds us, he
redeems us. We need to be sure that we have accepted the freedom he offers, and
remain in it. Again, it is so easy to drift back to dependence on things other than
him, to become slaves to them again.
Christ has set us free from the idols, the lies, the independence that leads away from
him – the bible says it leads to our destruction. We choose how we respond to
Christ who has set us free. All we can give him is ourselves, so we give ourselves
back to him again. It’s about love.
In this place of freely chosen service and love, our attitudes and motivations will
follow and we will fulfil the destiny God has for us.
A Question: How much of you belongs to God? How much of you belongs to
yourself?
Can you see, that when we continue to remind ourselves who God is, and who we
are in Christ, the matters of wallet and diary cease to be separate issues?
Our Wallets
The Problem
When it comes to what I have or own, we may consider that we have earned our
money, or been given it, and that we need it, and that our possessions are mine and
we have every right to them. We may consider that how we use what we have is noone’s concern but our own.
But God cares about it, because he knows these things can be a snare that we can
be caught in.
The Solution
If God created all things and they belong to him, and if we belong to Christ, then all
we have belongs to him. The biblical view is that all I have comes from him.
Giving to God is part of our worship of him. Our psalm says,
8 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts.
If we believe that all we have comes from God and belongs to God, our attitudes and
motivations will follow. To the extent that it is mine, I can choose what to do with it.
So, giving of what he have or have earned is worship. Its about love.
It is also imitating God, who is generous to us and gives us all we need and more.
God doesn’t need what we give him, we need to give it to him. It is rightly his. And
the question becomes less, how much shall I give, as how much shall I keep? It’s
about love. And giving has positive spiritual consequences on ourselves, it frees us
from dependence on material things. It also is an expression of trust in God, trusting
that he will take care of us if we honour him.

And in our gospel passage, Jesus makes clear that we are to give to fulfil all our
financial obligations. We shall be judged. So it’s not just a personal decision – God
has a right to evaluate your response to his generosity.
Here’s a question for you: What do your credit card and bank statements reflect
about your attitudes and motivations in relation to what you have?
Our Diaries
The Problem
Who has the first call on your time? Your work, your family? It is really difficult to fit
in church, house group, ministry – isn’t it? Many of us here feel overworked and
underpaid (!), we are doing too much for the church and are exhausted. And yet
there is more work to do…
The Solution
If I belong to Christ, then my hours and days belong to him, too. Our times are in
God’s hands, all our days written in his book. He has plans and purposes for our
time if we are those who love him and want to further his purposes.
How are we going to spend this time that he has given us in a way that reflects our
estimation of him? What does your diary or calendar reflect about your attitudes and
motivations? Does God have a call on your time? Where does he come in priority?
And God isn’t the only one watching. Others look to you and follow your example.
What type of example are we giving to others? Are we using our gifts in our church
and to further God’s kingdom? God doesn’t actually need us to do his work for him,
he could do it all himself. But he invites us to share in his work, which is the most
awesome privilege, and something that WE need to do. Using our time for God and
others is part of our worship of God. We honour his gift of our days by choosing to
put the interests of him and others before our own. Its about love.
Here’s a question for you: Where do you give the best of yourself and your gifts?

