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Pray. Next week is Mothering Sunday, an opportunity to give
thanks for our own earthly mothers, and for our spiritual
Mother, the Church. Giving thanks is always a good thing to
do, but particularly when we recognise how much we’ve
been given by others, especially our close family.
This week, however, is the third week in Lent. I wonder how
your Lenten reflections are going? I don’t know if you’ve
noticed but we’ve been preaching over the past couple of
weeks about our God-given gifts and talents. We hope
you’re using this Lent to reflect on what God has given you,
not just in terms of your earthly family, but also in terms of
what He has given you spiritually, and what your response
might be. If you’ve missed some of the sermon series
(because they were given at different services!) then do look
on our website for them, or ask the office to print you a copy.
Our reading from Romans ties together quite nicely the
physical, earthly parts of our lives with the spiritual. You see
I don’t think St Paul signed up to the distinction that Greek
thinkers drew between the spiritual and physical. Greeks
thought of the physical world as ‘bad’ and the spiritual world
as ‘good’. In case you had missed it, Paul was a Jew, not a
Greek! Jews held, and still do, that the physical and spiritual
are inextricably interwoven. That’s why Paul could talk of
offering our physical bodies, as living sacrifices, to be our
spiritual worship.
What we do with our bodies really matters. It’s inextricably
tied in to our worship. It means the physical reality we

experience here on earth can be drawn into the goodness of
God, and in our physical reality we can experience God’s
goodness in the here and now – we don’t have to wait until
eternity!
But it also means that who and what we are in this physical
existence really matters, and what we do with what we’ve
been given really matters too. How we use what we have
been given in the physical world is just as important as what
we do with our spiritual lives; the two are tied together.
I think that’s why Paul moves on so rapidly from tying
together the physical and spiritual in worship into talking
about the gifts given to each member of the body of Christ,
the Church. The Roman church was riven by division, with
the Jews against the Gentiles, and vice versa, for a variety of
reasons. That meant the church in Rome as a whole was not
working together as it should, and that was impeding its
witness to Christ in that hugely important city.
Paul’s call to the Roman church was for them to work
together, for them each to contribute what they had for the
overall good of the whole. His metaphor of the church as a
body is very striking and hugely apt, so much so that he used
it when writing to the Corinthian and other churches too –
why reinvent the wheel? His point is that the body cannot
function properly unless each element plays its full part.
I hope you get the point! Each of us at St Mary’s has a part
to play in the life of our church beyond just attending.
Otherwise our church as a whole cannot function as God

intends. But each of us will have a different part to play from
others, so we shouldn’t be looking at what others do to
gauge the part we are designed for!
Please will you also note very carefully that the gifts Paul
mentions in this passage are both spiritual and physical,
supernatural and natural. Again there is no differentiation
between spiritual and physical: one is not better than the
other. Gifts that Paul mentions range from prophesying,
through leadership and generosity to hospitality. A
significant, but certainly not comprehensive, range!
Crucially Paul implies we all have gifts, abilities and talents to
bring to the church – each member has something to give.
It’s not right to say that we can’t do anything – God has given
us each a part to play and each part is essential if we are to
Grow Our Church. That’s why we’ve decided to ask each of
you what your gifts, talents and skills are. From next week
we’ll be giving out a simple tick-box questionnaire which
we’ll ask you to complete and return over a period of time.
Then, hopefully, we’ll be able to point you to an area of our
church life that needs what you particularly can bring. There
is a vast range of work going on already, for which we give
great thanks, just in order to keep our church going. But we
believe firmly that God doesn’t want our church just to keep
going, but rather to keep GROWING! This is not an
opportunity to boast or to be shy and retiring, but to be
realistic. You may be in a new season of life when you need
to reconsider what you already do and think of changing it.
Or you may never have thought the Church needs what you

have. Please do use the rest of Lent to consider and pray
about what God may be calling you to do as we look to grow
St Mary’s.
But there is one further vital point to impart. As I said earlier,
this is not a call to prevent our church sliding into oblivion.
Nor is it, I hope, to be seen as waving a big stick in order to
get us all to do more. Rather I hope that it will be seen as
using our gifts as a response to what God has already given
us. Thus it’s a response of love towards our gracious God,
much as we might have responded to our own mothers by
doing something loving for them.
The gospel passage about Jesus’ baptism may seem an odd
one. I chose it because it has John the Baptist telling his
followers “Look! The Lamb of God that takes away the sin of
the world! This is the Son of God!” As if it were not enough
for God to give us forgiveness of all our sins, this passage tells
us God has given us his very self. God cannot give us anything
more than this; in Jesus he has truly given us his very self.
What else can our response be but to give him our own
selves? Perhaps your Lenten reflection on how to use the
many gifts he has given you can start from that amazing
perspective, and I hope it will put a different spin on how to
answer the questionnaire. I hope it will allow your response
to be one of thanksgiving and worship as you consider how
to play your part in growing St Mary’s. Amen.

