Sermon, Sunday, 12.March 8 and 10am

Readings: Romans 4.1-5, 13-17
John 3. 1-17
I wonder what brought you to church this morning?
It’s the second Sunday in Lent - that must be it. You
have all decided to spend time with God, contemplating,
praying and acquainting yourself better with the scriptures. After all, it’s Lent, a time of reflection and self examination.
Since the ‘Growing our church’ initiative last year a number of exciting things of a growing nature have taken
place here at St.Mary’s:
The new Garden of Remembrance is almost complete,
just waiting for new shrubs to be planted next Saturday
morning, the servery in the choir vestry now allows refreshments to be served in church, our Remembrance
book stand is being completed this week, our new vicars
board is finally up, not to mention the usual things which
go on week by week: cleaning, gardening etc.
All these musings bring me neatly round to the topic of
the individual gifts we all have been given. This is the
time for us to reflect also on what we can bring to God.
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Is there a talent, something we’re really good at which
could make a contribution to this our church of
St.Mary’s?
I know there is already an army of folk giving of their time
to make this church a special community. In a couple of
weeks a questionnaire, which Carol Day has compiled,
will be available to you to help you to focus on how your
talents/gifts can be helpful to our church.
Ours is a living faith, one we can and should demonstrate in our daily lives, Each and everyone of us has
been given a special gift by God. Why not use it to make
St.Mary’s the spiritual home of this community? A living,
breathing community where all are assured of a warm
welcome and where a living, practical faith can transform
lives?
Our gospel reading goes to the heart of this faith.
It describes an important meeting between a learned
man, Nicodemus, who would have been well acquainted
with Jewish teaching and Jesus.
By the time Jesus meets up with him, he has gained a
considerable reputation as a teacher and man of God.
However, to some of his contemporaries, particularly the
pharisees and Sadducees, Jesus poses a puzzle: in his
preaching and teaching he does not exactly tow the official Jewish Temple party line. And the company he
sometimes keeps… well, that leaves a lot to be desired.

Rather than take a hostile stance, Nicodemus wants to
know more.
But here is this learned man of the Temple elite, a member of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish council, who is curious.
He wants to find out more about this Rabbi Jesus who
undoubtedly has God with him but so as not to open himself up to ridicule and possible ostracism. Nicodemus
goes to see this teacher under cover of darkness. This
man, a member of the pharisees who observed Jewish
law to the letter, had clearly discerned
something about Jesus’ message that has unsettled
him.
The Judaism that both men knew had a good deal to do
with being born into the right family. What really mattered
therefore, was being a child of Abraham as well as following the Mosaic laws, by being circumcised etc.
Now Jesus is saying that God is starting a new family in
which ordinary birth is not enough. ‘You must be born
from above…’ he tells the astonished Nicodemus.
The new birth Jesus is talking about is the same thing
that has been spoken of in John 1: 33 when John the
Baptist baptises Jesus with water. No doubt most of you
were baptised. That’s like an entry into the kingdom
movement, it brings us into the visible community of
Christ, makes us new Christians but in order to grow into
the full faith of Christ, we need to make a commitment to
continue our journey as disciples who recognise Jesus
Page 2 of 3

as our saviour and Lord. And that’s where we allow the
Holy Spirit to work within us.
The new life in the spirit in the passage is compared to
the wind ‘which blows where it chooses to …but you
don't know where it comes from or where it goes.’
This is the very spirit which Jesus brings and which bubbles up inside. Following in His footsteps gives us a new
perspective on our lives. As Jesus says ‘Let me tell you
unless someone has been born from above, they
won’t be able to see God’s kingdom.’
That’s the bit of our faith that’s quite difficult to grasp and
just like Nicodemus we ask ‘ but how can these things
be?’
Sometimes I envy people who have a really dramatic
overpowering road to Damascus experience. Others acquire their faith in a quiet, almost imperceptible way.
And just as you’ve grasped that Jesus is this new family
member who wants us to follow in His footsteps, we
come across the challenging text of this morning’s reading.
Growing in faith is what we discussed in our program last
year ‘Growing our church’. Why?
Not just for ourselves but for our community where there
are quite a few Nicodemuses who want to know more
about our faith but like the one in today’s reading, they
need to pluck up courage and find out more..
James’ letter puts it quite succinctly:

‘Faith without works is dead.’ As ours is a living,
breathing faith, we should be making it part of our everyday lives.
We are working on developing all the strands which were
discussed, to act on your suggestions and make our
church of St.Mary’s a place where everyone with an
open heart can come and allow the Holy Spirit to its
work.
Think about opening the windows at home to allow the
spring breeze blow through the house. It will blow your
curtains, possibly knock items standing on the window
sill off because you cannot predict where it will blow. So
it is with God’s spirit. It was that very spirit given to the
disciples at Pentecost. It started off with 12 of them and
now there are millions of Christians around the world.
Nothing with God is impossible.
This is the God who has sent His precious son to save
us, His people. There is no greater show of love than
that. The old rules don't apply anymore, take note, Nicodemus : The law, you see, was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus the Messiah…
(John 1.16)
Letting the Spring breeze in can be a dangerous, unpredictable thing. But unless we are prepared to listen to
this challenging message we aren't ready to listen to the
gospel at all. in verses 10-13 we have the first of many
massages in which Jesus speaks about a new
knowledge - indeed, a new sort of knowledge. It’s a way
of knowing that comes from God, from Heaven.
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It’s humbling for Nicodemus to have to be told this. He is,
after all, a respected and senior teacher. But this way of
knowing and the new knowledge we get through it, is
given by this ‘son of man’.
Jesus is now the ladder which joins the two dimensions
of God’s world, the heavenly and the earthly. If we want
to understand not only the heavenly world but the way in
which God is now joining heaven and earth, we must listen to Him and walk with him on the road he is to take.
And I think that Nicodemus is embarking on that journey.
As the gospel of John progresses, we meet Nicodemus
twice more: when he reminds his fellow members of the
Sanhedrin that a person has the right to be heard before
being judged under the law.
After the crucifixion Nicodemus helps Joseph of Arimathea to take Jesus down from the cross and brings the
customary spices for the preparation of his burial.
I would like to think that by this time the old teacher had
opened his window and that the Holy Spirit had breezed
in, transforming his life.
As for us, we should remember that worship in church is
only validated by loving service outside the church building. Amen

