Evensong sermon, 12th March 2017

with God whose forgiveness was made once and for all
through the death of Jesus Christ.

Readings: Psalm 135: (vs 1-14)
Numbers 21: 4-9
Luke 14: 25-33

Do we all sign up to these teachings?

Who is Jesus to you? (take some answers)
Is he the gentle Jesus, meek and mild of the hymn
writer? Is he the man whose teachings appeal to
you?
Do these make sense to you?
Let’s quickly remind ourselves of the basic tenets of
our faith:

As Christians we believe that there is only one God,

whom they call Father as Jesus Christ taught them.
Jesus
As Christians we recognise Jesus as the Son of God who
was sent to save mankind from death and sin.
Jesus Christ taught that he was Son of God. His teachings can be summarised, briefly, as the love of God and
love of one's neighbour, that we should love one another as He loved us.
Jesus said that he had come to fulfil God's law rather
than teach it.
As Christians we believe in justification by faith: that
through our belief in Jesus as the Son of God, and in his
death and resurrection, we can have a right relationship
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Let’s then turn to today’s readings:
The psalmist sings of God’s goodness and might:
Your name, O Lord, endures forever, your renown
O Lord throughout all ages. The Lord will vindicate
His people and have compassion on his servants.
The OT reading is from the book of Numbers where the
Israelites are complaining to Moses and God about their
lot. They are punished with a plague of snakes, Moses
intercedes and God relents. Their faith in God is thin
when the going gets tough.
So, who is Jesus to you?
Our NT reading is really challenging and not out of place
for Lent, the lean season for self examination, reflection
and general reviewing of our faith.
It’s about the cost of discipleship. If we are truly disciples (meaning a follower/pupil) of Christ then is the way
in which we perceive or know Jesus the same when we
contemplate such a passage?
Let’s look at discipleship more closely.
One of the most challenging books written on this topic
is Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s ‘The cost of discipleship’.The
The original German title is simply Nachfolge (literally:

"following" or: "the act of following"). It is centred on an
exposition of the Sermon on the Mount, in which Bonhoeffer spells out what he believes it means to follow
Christ. It was first published in 1937, when the rise of
the Nazi regime was underway in Germany and it was
against this background that Bonhoeffer's theology of
costly discipleship developed, which ultimately led to his
death in April 1945.
Bonhoeffer really did take up Christ’s cross: he stood up
against a barbaric regime and paid with his life.
But not all disciples are called to such a sacrifice. We
live in a country where we can speak out against injustice, where human rights are respected. So our focus a
disciples lies elsewhere…
If we interpret these words of Jesus literally then they
are very hard hitting.
‘hating family…taking the cross and following…giving up all possessions.’
How do you see Jesus now?
The first thing to say is that discipleship is not just an
individual thing. We should belong to a church which
can hold us accountable for as well as encouraging us in
our discipleship. Just like the original disciples who followed Jesus throughout his ministry, so are we called to
serve. How, you may ask?
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Well, God has given us, individually, a variety of gifts.
These should be used for the common good within our
church community.
Carol Day has devised a questionnaire, available in the
next two weeks, where we are invited to indicate which
gift/talent we are prepared to share in furthering God’s
kingdom here in Warsash. If, for example, your talent is
for polishing the brass, mowing the churchyard, running
the vacuum cleaner round this building, going about doing good things with a duster etc. then please make
yourself known to the vicars. These may seem small
tasks but they contribute to the greater good and each
is a valuable ministry.
As his disciples, Jesus needs us to help establish the
kingdom about which we pray every time we say the
Lord’s prayer.
So don't be shy when you fill out the questionnaire.
Just think what has already been achieved in this place:
A Garden of Remembrance (folk needed for planting lots
of shrubs next Saturday morning) the stand for the
book of Remembrance is nearing completion, the servers in church, not to mention the army of folk who quietly go about the business of cleaning, gardening, making coffee, reading, singing-the list is endless.
Yes, and all these come under the heading of gifts from
God for God to serve this community.

In tonight’s reading there were no doubt many in the
crowd hearing what Jesus had to say who turned away
and went home, but plenty stayed.
Now there are millions of us Christians around the
globe, hearing God’s call, following in Jesus’ footsteps.
We are those who are not ashamed of the gospel: As
St.Paul writes in his letter to the Romans: For I am not
ashamed of the gospel, it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who has faith..
When we are part of a community, part of a larger entity, then it is easier to hold firm, persevere in our faith:
so then, brothers and sister, hold fast to that tradition that you were taught …
do the work of the evangelist, carry out your ministry fully…
St.Paul’s letters are full of encouraging exhortations to
the early church which faced so many challenges. But
the early Christians grew stronger as the body of Christ
by grouping together although they knew only too well
that discipleship was and still is costly.
That’s our calling as a church community - together we
are stronger and we can build a community here at
St,Mary’s which has the potential to become a real spiritual support for our village.
We should remember that worship in church is only validated by loving service outside the church building.
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What about the bit that tells us to give up our earthly
possessions?
In Matthew’s gospel we find the encounter between Jesus and a wealthy young man who wants to know what
he should do to inherit eternal life. In reply he is told to
keep the commandments (that’s easy?) and what else,
he wants to know. Well, to be perfect says Jesus sell
your possessions and give the money to the poor.
What Jesus does not say is ‘give all your possessions
away’.
I suspect that the possessions possessed the young
man. Actually, Jesus wanted the young man to possess
God. There’s the rub: how many people in our society
are totally dedicated to their cars, houses, money, and
all the other earthly delights which make our daily life
so wonderful?
Again, we see so many examples of people who through
circumstances beyond their control loose all they own ?
Think of victims of annual floods in our own country?
In the parable of the dishonest steward Jesus encourages us to use worldly wealth to make friends. Money itself is not the problem, it is the love of the stuff, the
greed with which some pursue its acquisition, and
sometimes to the detriment of others, that’s the issue.
It can take over and blind people to others around
them.
There are, of course, some who have given up everything. St.Francis is a prime example. He made himself
quite unpopular with his dad by giving possessions away

but he was alright with God who used him to reform the
church from within.
God to help others. It is really hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven since the lure of wealth is so
strong. But with God’s help and our desire we can refuse to let it possess us and offer some to God which
most of us do by giving generously in all sorts of ways.
I leave you with a verse from 1 Chronicles 14:
‘But who am I, and what is my people, that we
should be able to make this freewill offering? For
all things come from you and of you own have we
given you.’
Amen

Page 4 of 4

