
Genesis 2. 15-17; 3.1-7; Matthew 4.1-11 

  
This is the first Sunday of Lent, traditionally when our thoughts turn 
towards doing something that will lead us to change a little bit and maybe 
become a better person, know a little more about God, think more deeply 
about our faith and how best we might do something about it in the 
future.  I want to encourage you in that, in whatever way is right for 
you.  And I am going to do that against a background of the work carried 
out last year for Growing our Church, and in a realisation as part of that, 
that the Ministry Team doesn’t really know enough about the people of 
our church.  In particular we don’t know enough about the gifts talents and 
abilities, that we all have.   
  
Mine are different from yours, not better, but different.  That is an 
inevitability because we are different people, we have come to this 
Christian community from different directions, different life experiences of 
just living in whatever circumstances that may be.  We come with d 
different experiences of our journey with God which have actually brought 
us here together at this time and in this place. If we are to grow as a 
church, but perhaps more specifically and importantly, as a person, we 
need to use this Lenten time for taking stock of ourselves, cherishing the 
gifts that God, in his enormous love for us, has developed in us, and then 
seeking ways in which we can offer those gifts for the benefits of 
ourselves, this church, for God. We may not think we are very gifted, that 
we have nothing to offer, and certainly if we don’t reflect upon them, don’t 
value them, and then don’t share them, whatever we have is wasted. God 
hates waste. 
  

I know that I shall never understand God fully, never know all about Him 
completely.  But I do know Him, in my own way, and I do understand Him 
in my own way.  That too might well be different from the way that you do 
but that, ultimately, doesn’t matter, what matters is that we have enough 
understanding to make the step of faith that is needed to give something 
of ourselves to Him. I have had the privilege of being ordained and one of 
the things that continually drives me on is to try and help people to know 
and understand something of God too.  I don’t need them to know God as 
I do, but I do want them to know God as He would want them to do.  And 
that is where all of this links in with Lent.  

  
Traditionally Lent is a time when we give something up, for Lent and for 

God.  I don’t want you to give up anything, but I do want you to do 
something, for you and for God.  I want you to make an offering to God, 
offering being the true meaning of the word sacrifice.  And in order for you 



to do that I want you to spend some time reflecting upon your journey with 
God and those times when you have had some understanding of Him, 
however small or limited that may have been, however mind-blowing it 
may have been.  I want you to spend some time there, in those beautiful 
times, when it has all been wonderfully clear for you, even if only briefly, 
because precious few of us are blessed with a perfect and lasting 
understanding, or even a sense of His permanent presence with us, 
though of course the fault there lies in us and not Him.   

  
And after you have spent that time in reflection I want you to ask yourself 

the question, in His presence and conscious of His will for you, what 
next?  What is it that God wants you to do, for Him, for you, for your family 
or your friends, for the church or the people that you work with, for climate 
change or for world peace, whatever, I don’t know – you will.  And when 
you have found it I want you to do it.  And that will be your offering to God 
this Lent and beyond, your sacrifice made at the foot of the cross.  The 
important thing is to do it, because now is the time.  Now is the time that 
God is breaking into your heart and your life.  Now is the time when God 
wants us to grow our church, right now here, together, in this place 
reaching out to this community. 

  
I want to close this rambling of mine by giving you some words of Mother 

Teresa that I put in the card that we gave to Cathy as she made her 
lifelong and final vows as a nun she finally got to that point in her life by 
doing similar things that I am asking you to do, reflect on who and what 
you are before God and then knowing His love for you, what He is drawing 
you on to do. She had been doing that, working, praying and studying in 
the Order for more than 12 years.  I am not asking you to do that for 
anything like that period of time, and it’s OK, your reflection won’t 
necessarily lead you to entering a religious order, not many are called to 
that, thank God as far as I am concerned.  But God’s call is always there, 
always leading us on.  Anyway, these words spoke to me and I hope they 
speak to you. 

  
I may not be able to do what you do. 
You may not be able to do what I do. 
But together we can do something beautiful for God. 

  
Isn’t that a wonderful thing, a wonderful possibility, that we might be able 
to do something beautiful for God.  Ultimately that is why Jesus refused to 
recognise the devil, in all his wily ways, to tempt Him away from the 
direction that His life should take.  He too was determined to do something 
beautiful for God. 



  
In a couple of weeks’ time each of us will be asked to complete a survey 
that will be asking about our gifts, our talents and our abilities and 
whether there are ways that you might feel you can share them for the 
benefit of our church.  My call to you now at the beginning of Lent is to 
use this time before that survey on a deep internal, prayerful reflection, 
so that when the survey comes to you, you are ready to make this 
offering, this Lenten offering, for God, just as Jesus was ready to make 
His. 
 


