12 June 2016

Holy Communion for the Queen’s 90th Birthday
1 Tim 2:1-7; Lk 6:43- 7:1

Pray. Our special focus today is celebrating the 90th year of our monarch. Queen Elizabeth
II is the longest reigning monarch of our realm, and the oldest in the world today. Although
by no means the longest reigning monarch ever, nonetheless those are significant
achievements in the history of monarchy, and monarchy has a long history! I have here a
cutting that talks of what is believed to be the oldest historical document in the world. It’s over
5200 years old, and is a set of proto-hieroglyphs on a rock in Egypt. Its subject? Probably
someone called the Scorpion King, the mythical unifier of the Egyptian kingdoms.
Whether the Scorpion King was fact or fiction, we’ve lived with monarchs throughout recorded
time. Some have been benign, others despots. Some were strong, some weak and
ineffectual. Some lasted a long time while others faded very swiftly – think of poor Lady Jane
Grey’s 9-days…
There are significant monarchs in the Biblical records too, with two Old Testament books
called 1 and 2 Kings! Who hasn’t of the exploits of King David, writer of many psalms, or of
his son Solomon’s wisdom? What of Pharaoh who contended with God & Moses or Assyrian
King Sennacherib who laid siege to Jerusalem? And we all know of the Magi and the two
kings Herod who figure so prominently in the stories of Jesus; of the discourse between Jesus
and Pilate where Jesus claimed to be a king, but not an earthly one.
Our word "monarch" derives from the Greek words monos, "one, singular", and arkhes, "to
rule" (or arkhon, "ruler, chief", think Archangel, Archbishop). The biblical perspective is that
there is only one true and ultimate monarch; God himself. All other rulers and authorities
derive their power only and finally from him. From Job, probably the oldest biblical book,
through to Revelation, the newest, there are amazing pictures of God as almighty, awesome,
beyond our understanding, a king whose authority over all creation is unquestionable. Yet
he is also depicted as a monarch who, from first to last is humble, actively seeking the welfare
of his creatures, intimately involved with the lives of those who should be his subjects but
often were in rebellion against his authority.
This is quintessentially depicted in the life of Jesus. As he said at the last supper “I came to
serve, not to be served”. Yet in our Gospel he says “Why do you call me “Lord, Lord” and not
do what I say?” Jesus here uses the Greek word Kyrios, Lord, which was used of the Roman
Emperors to describe the one with absolute monarchical, even divine, power. So here Jesus
is claiming this divine kingly power and Luke tells his next two stories to show Jesus rightly
holds this claim; they depict him healing remotely someone close to death, and then actually
raising a young man from death in front of a whole town. Jesus really is the Lord of Lords,
the supreme and divine monarch with power even over sickness and death, yet he comes to
us as a servant.
So what should our response be to one who wields such authority and claims allegiance from
us as his subjects? From what we’ve seen of her, our own monarch has made her choice;
she has built her life upon the rock of Christ to enable her to serve others.
She is a monarch who serves the ultimate monarch – God almighty. She recognises from
whom she derives her ultimate authority; not from our unwritten constitution, nor from our
people nor even from our parliament. These all have roles to play but she has lived her life
in the recognition that it’s ultimately God who has allowed her to be in this position, and she
has striven her whole life to live up to the responsibilities that brings. From her example we
learn that it is possible to live a solid Christian life while in the forefront of the public gaze, and
that it is not stupid to do so. We learn that it’s possible to not let privilege overcome us, but

rather it’s possible to build one’s life on the rock of faith in God rather than the sands of the
world’s ever-shifting values, as our Gospel reminds us we need to do.
As I said earlier the Bible makes it clear that such delegated power brings with it huge
responsibility and accountability, and our Queen has used hers appropriately and consistently
in the service of her people, as she promised on her 21st birthday. She pledged then to her
people that “my whole life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service”. She
has kept that pledge remarkably well; in her service of others she is extraordinarily respectful,
regardless of rank, status or position. Compared to the endless list of despotic rulers that
litter history, Queen Elizabeth is acknowledged as one who gives quiet, considered and very
wise advice without being over-bearing or pretentious. She is a head of state who embodies
continuity, sangfroid and steadfastness, one who is impervious to the transitory caprices of
politics and current affairs. Counsellors, forgive me, I firmly believe she is the best politician
we have.
Our Queen allows her faith to dictate her priorities in life, in serving both her God and her
people. As you leave today, there is a copy of a book for you to take away, one per family.
It’s “The Servant Queen and the King She Serves”. It speaks far more eloquently and
extensively than I have done this morning of our Queen’s life and service, and of how she
has carried out her extensive duties in the light of her faith in The Lord, the King of Kings.
She has indeed done what her Lord asked of her, and continues to do so, even in her 90th
year. She has shown us it is possible to live the Christian life of ultimate service and selfsacrifice.
So let us, as St Paul enjoined Timothy in our epistle, pray for her and all in authority,
particularly as we approach the EU referendum. They carry a heavy burden on our behalf,
for which they are ultimately accountable not only to us, but to the King of Kings, the ultimate
monarch, God himself. And let us, whatever level of responsibility we may have for others,
learn like our Queen to renew ourselves daily in God’s love through reflection, meditation and
prayer as we strive to become better people, as we strive to serve others better, as we strive
to serve our God who is the ultimate monarch. As the Queen said in her Christmas message
of 2013, “It is my prayer that we might all find room in our lives for the message of the angels
and for the love of God through Christ our Lord.” I share that prayer for you today. May God
bless our Queen, and all of you. AMEN.

