Celtic Communion Sermon 10th April 2016.

Readings: Acts 9 V 1 to 20
John 21 V 1 to 19

Good morning.
You may be somewhat surprised to find me standing before you this morning
apparently ready to deliver a sermon. Not half as surprised as I was 9 days ago when
I was asked to do it. As you will know we have introduced Celtic style communion at
the 10 o’clock service, with the idea that the service should be led as much as possible
by those of us who went to Iona last year. This morning Sally is leading and this
sermon is my contribution and it is something of a challenge!
Not only that but you are used to listening to some wonderful and inspiring sermons
from our clergy, our readers and others, all of which I have to try and aspire to! Quite
a challenge for a novice.
A few moments of silence
Gracious Father, may the words on my lips and the thoughts and meditations of all our
hearts be always acceptable to you, our Lord and our Redeemer. Amen.

Today’s readings are all about change and challenge. Change and Challenge invited
or instructed by Jesus in the days after his resurrection. In our reading from Acts we
hear one of the most famous and dramatic changes in the New Testament. Saul, the
archetypal hater and persecutors of the Christians, who had a significant hand in the
events that led to the stoning to death of Stephen, is confronted by Christ in a bright
light on the road to Damascus. Christ simply says to him “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”. Saul is blinded by the light, led to Damascus and three days later
Aninias is told to go to him with the words “Go, this man is my chosen instrument to
carry my name to the Gentiles”. Ananias goes to Saul, lays his hands on him, the Holy
Spirit enters him and he sees again.
Saul became a Christian and became Saint Paul and what a brilliant job he made of
the challenge Christ had given him. He travelled extensively and tirelessly throughout
the middle east, proclaiming God’s word and establishing new Churches and in his
letters to the new Churches he produced some of the most meaningful and beautiful
texts in the whole of the bible.
It is hard to imagine more dramatic change and challenge.
Similarly, in the reading from John some of the disciples have returned to their former
occupation as fishermen in the sea of Galilee. Having fished all night and caught
nothing Jesus tells them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat. In a matter of
minutes, the net is so full they cannot get it into the boat and have to drag it ashore.
Jesus then invites them to have breakfast with him. There then follows a much gentler

challenge to Simon Peter than given to Saul. Jesus simply says to him” Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than these?” Simon replies “Yes, Lord you know that I love
you”. Jesus replies “Feed my Lambs”. Jesus repeats the question three times giving
Simon the chance to cancel out the three times he had denied Jesus in Jerusalem.
The final part of the reading is an indication from Jesus that Simon Peter’s death would
be to the glory of God. His death isn’t recorded but it is believed he was crucified in
Rome when Nero was emperor.
A change in fishing produced a large catch of fish brought about by a miracle and a
challenge to Simon Peter to “feed my lambs” set him on a new course.

So how do we feel about change and challenge?
There is a natural inclination to resist change because with change comes uncertainty
and uncertainty was definitely true for Saul and Simon Peter.
Some changes, like a new baby being born or children growing up, are very welcome
events of great joy and excitement. I remember very well and with great joy our two
daughter’s university graduation ceremonies. They were real milestones in their lives
and, in a way, a challenge to them because they were going to have to go out into the
world, earn a living. And start paying off their student loans.
Other changes, like a diagnosis of a serious or life threatening illness, are changes
which bring challenges we would rather not have to face.
Today we are celebrating communion in the style of the Iona Community, which was
founded by St Columba in 563. St Columba was originally an Irish monk but he got
into a bit of trouble over the copying of a religious book. So he decided to leave and,
with a few colleagues, set off for Scotland to establish a new monastery there. It was
a perilous journey in an open boat to an unknown country with unknown perils, but he
accepted the change with all the challenges that went with it eventually settling on the
island of Iona.
Last year a group of us led by Bill spent a week living in the monastery on Iona. We
were told that we would be sleeping in dormitories, taking us out of our cosy domestic
arrangements at home to live communally with strangers and even foreigners!!
Dormitories turned out to be a myth, we actually had proper bedrooms, and the whole
experience of living as a monastery community was spiritually uplifting and a joy to be
able to serve one and other in a variety of ways. It was a very rewarding challenge
and change. Oh and the foreigners, mostly Dutch but others from all over the world,
turned out to be entertaining, enthusiastic and great fun too.
So what changes and challenges do we face as a Church community in Warsash
today? Well we could, of course, do nothing and carry on in an insular sort of way.
That, I would suggest is the road to disaster and demise.
No, we have to face up to change and the challenges that come with it. As a Church
community we have our priorities for Mission, work among Families, Pastoral Care
and Communications, which are all outward facing challenges. They set us on a

course to take a message of good news outside this building and in so doing serve
our community
Each week we stand in Church and recite the Creed, which includes a belief in a
catholic and apostolic church. Not Roman Catholic but catholic in the sense of an all
embracing, everyone included church and apostolic meaning acting as a messenger.
There are lots of good things going on in this Church community, wonderful people
doing wonderful things, but we do need to do more. It is our responsibility if we believe
what we say in the creed.
Where do we start? Well a good place to start is directly above you: No I don’t mean
the Church roof, rather the banner about Growing Your Church. Nicky Sue and Mike
have put together a great programme and it is really encouraging to see how many
people have signed up to take part. If you haven’t done so, please have a look.
But there are other things we can do. Encourage your friends to come and join us,
families with children could try stay and play or messy church. Subscribing to the
Parish Magazine or looking at the web site are good first steps. House Groups are
another opportunity. Even join the PCC and help us plan the future. Lots of small
changes will make a big difference and the challenge for us is nothing compare with
the challenges faced by Saul and Simon Peter.
Finally, I would like to read a lovely piece from the Iona prayer book that reminds us
that we do not face these challenges alone.
During the distribution of the bread and wine we remember Jesus sharing his life with
the disciples and we are called to a sharing of our own lives and possessions with one
and other. The final blessing of the service returns us to where we began. As we begin
by bringing all that we are into communion, so we end by taking our renewed selves
back into the detail of our common life. We follow the bread and wine out of church
and continue our celebration of communion out into the place of the ordinary. And in
sharing ourselves with one and other we share Christ.

Amen.

