Celtic communion 13.3.2016 - 10 am

You arrive and Martha is fully occupied preparing a
wonderful meal. Mary is at the door welcoming eve-

Readings : Philippians : 3.4b-14
John 12: 1-8
May I speak in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit.
It’s 6 days before a great festival and so this morning I would like to invite you all to a special dinner
party.
You have all met the hostesses before: Martha, the
winner of last year’s Masterchef and now renown for
her cracking cooking skills.
Her sister Mary is a bit of an air head:lately, she
has become a disciple of this fellow Jesus and has
ditched all her duties in house and kitchen.
Lazarus, their brother, is also there. He has recently been saved from death by his friend Jesus
so there’s a lot of rejoicing.
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ryone.
It’s quite a crowd: you don't really know many of
the guests but it promises to be a convivial dinner.
At last people sit down at the big table according
to the hosts’ seating plan. You’re not too sure who
some of the people are but you maintain polite conversation being that kind of socially aware person.
The starters are served, when suddenly Mary stands
up and lets her hair down, literally.
O shock, o horror… the diners don't quite know
where to look as her long hair cascades down her
back and the side of her face. You can almost hear
people thinking aloud ‘ the brazen girl, what is she
thinking of, someone get her a scarf, pins, get her
out of this room,away from this table…
Yes, even now, 20 centuries later the expression
‘letting your hair down’ is laced with all kinds of

connotations. Altogether it’s shocking behaviour

Are you thinking ‘what a waste of costly perfume?

which is about to get a whole lot worse.

silly woman, I could have that… just run out of my

What are you thinking? Beam me up, Scotti? I’m

bottle of Chanel no.5…

never coming here again, this kind of behaviour is
shocking and I am a stickler for social conventions.

By this time the tension in the room is palpable.

She’s off my Christmas card list…

No one quite knows how to respond - it’s all hap-

But worse is to come..

pened so quickly when Judas, one of the guests,

Mary gets hold of a jar of rather expensive per-

challenges Mary about her extravagant gesture.

fumed lotion and gets down on her knees in front of

‘Why wasn't this ointment sold? It would have

one of the male guests- Jesus! (quite a kind looking

fetched a year’s wages! You could have given that

man and seemingly unconcerned about this outra-

to the poor!’

geous behaviour.

At that point Jesus speaks in Mary’s defence:

She rubs the ointment on his feet and wipes them

‘ Leave her alone, It’s all about keeping it for the

with her hair.

day of my burial! You will always have the poor with
you, but you won’t always have me.’

What is going through your mind? Are you shocked?
What a way to behave… Are you embarrassed? I

Now you are really lost.Do you find yourself think-

would never draw attention to myself in this way. I

ing: Jesus is a young man, why is he spoiling this

know Jesus is special and I’m quite intrigued by some

nice dinner party with talk of death…or are you be-

of what he has to say, but to wipe his feet?
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ginning to understand just what it is he’s been talk-

dressed for such a smart event!) or do you look at

ing about during the last two years upsetting the

Jesus and try to remember some of the things he

great and good at the Temple and generally saying

has been saying about the importance of the poor

some things which are not always easy to hear?

and the kingdom? (and he clearly wasn't talking

Look around the table: Jesus’ other friends are

about our Queen’s pile)

looking on, quite likely embarrassed by Mary’s ex-

Could it really be that Jesus believed that his com-

travagance, by Judas’ outburst and by Jesus’

ing death would be the action through which the

strange statement. A chap named John, sitting next

world as a whole, including the world of poverty

to you whispers that it is quite clear where the

along with the inappropriately dressed, would be put

blame lies: Judas, he says, had in any case been

to rights?

helping himself out of the common purse, so his re-

Now you’re deep in thought as one light after an-

action wasn't sincere.

other illumines the far recesses of your mind (particularly the bits concerned with irrelevant social

With regard to the ointment could it be that Mary

standing).Might you now be thinking:

had been keeping this expensive perfume to anoint

We who live on the other side of Jesus’ death and

his body after death. Could it be that she actually

resurrection and still face a world of senseless vio-

knows more about what Jesus has been saying?

lence, poverty and all the evils which follow from

At this point you should decide: do you leave this

them, have not always got our priorities right.

crazy scene (after all, some of the men who profess
to be Jesus’ friends aren't even appropriately
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There is however no escaping the challenge posed by

We know, of course, that when Judas went out at

the stand off between Mary and Judas.

the last supper, the others guessed that he might

Again, I ask: where are you in this scene?

have been going out to give something to the poor,

Are you with the seemingly shameless Mary, wor-

even at such a solemn moment, never realising that

shipping Jesus with everything she’s got, risking the

it would be he who would betray Jesus for a few

wrath of her sister who’s doing all the hard work,

coins of silver to the authorities.

the anger of the men who perhaps don't quite trust

Put aside your natural inclination to distance your-

their own feelings when a woman lets down her hair

self from Judas. After all, even at the last moment

in public (shameless hussy) and the sneer of the man

none of the other disciples had suspected him of

Judas who knows the price of everything and the

treachery; can you see just a glimpse of him as you

value of nothing?

look in the mirror?

Or are you with the cautious, prudent, reliable Ju-

Or are you back in the kitchen with Martha, con-

das (as he must have seemed to most of them) look-

cerned more with worldly things? If so, how do you

ing after the meagre resources of a group who fol-

feel about Mary and Judas? Most importantly, how

low Jesus and who have no settled or steady income,

do you feel about Jesus and what he said?

anxious to provide for their needs and still have
something left to give to the poor?

This has been an eventful dinner party. It’s time to

This last would have been a preoccupation for them

go home and lie in a darkened room.. or is it?

as Jesus’ mind was always on giving.
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Our Christian faith challenges us daily to reflect on
who we are as individuals and how we should respond
to Jesus’ teaching.
This is in part the aim of our forthcoming course:
Growing our church. St.Mary’s is a thin place, A
place where God is already at work.
Let us pray for its growth and live to reflect Christian values but above all, love, a love which Mary
was not afraid to demonstrate and for which she
defied the social conventions of her time.
Amen
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