
Growing our Church 
 
Feedback Session Five 
 
In week 5 we considered our own individual journeys into faith and began to consider how we could 
continue growing our faith and going deeper as followers of Jesus. We looked at an image of many 
different types of vehicles and considered what kind we think we are and which one best represented 
our own faith journeys- a broken down truck, overloaded car, sports car, pedal bike etc. Although 
initially this seemed a light hearted approach a lot of consideration was given individually and in 
discussion with a partner and prompted some interesting responses. 
We considered the progression of Christian discipleship: 

Searcher using a quote from John 12:20-22.  
Disciple using Matthew 4:18-20 
Servant using Mark 10:42-45 and finally  
Apostle based on a reading from Matthew 28:16-20.  

We spoke about which of these definitions best described the stage we are at, whether other people 
had helped us to get to that stage and whether it had taken a long time or if everything seemed to 
move quickly from one stage to the next. It was thought that some people may never really move 
from one description to the next while the opinion was also voiced that we move backwards and 
forwards through these throughout our faith journey. 
We imagined our faith journey as being a series of stepping stones across a river and with a partner 
considered what ‘stepping stones’ have helped us to become followers of Jesus. Some of these 
steps may have been particularly difficult. We began to think about how we, as a church, could help 
others on a similar journey. 
We all know there are many reasons for making a journey, as well as many reasons and excuses 
to avoid doing so. Within small groups we explored the reasons people might have for going further 
in following and serving Jesus. We also identified reasons people might have for not wanting to 
follow.  The discussion then centred on what can be done as individuals, as well as a church, to 
encourage people to keep moving on their faith journey. The groups then fed back their responses 
to the whole group. 
Responses as individuals identified that several people would like to belong to a house group but 
had not been specifically invited.  It was pointed out that people had been informed at various times 
throughout the year of house groups, especially around Lent and Easter.  There was great emphasis 
on a personal invitation.  When asked who did not belong to a group but would like to, several 
hands were raised and it is intended that another group will be formed later in the year. 
Several people also expressed an interest in either a ‘Start’ or ‘Alpha’ course or something similar. 
It has been recognised this has not taken place for at least two or three years. 
The importance of making friends with other members of the church congregation was again 
identified as well as people wanting greater involvement in church activities. Individuals also realised 
the importance of inviting others to take part in social activities around church and inviting someone 
to join them at a church service, or asking people who they knew were in need if they would like to 
be included in prayers. We all realise that we have to be more open about being a Christian. 
We know that as a Church we cannot do everything at once but we also recognised that we need 
to do more to reach out to others where they are at.  We have to try and ensure that people feel we 
are approachable and that events don’t always have to happen on a Saturday night.  We need to 
be more visible, whether it is with events taking place within our local community, ‘Start’ courses 
taking place at 9.00 after children have been dropped off at school, through the various types of 
media or just letting it be known to others that we are members of a welcoming Christian community. 
 

LET’s GROW OUR CHURCH 


