
Growing Our Church Feedback 
 

SESSION FOUR:  OUR CALLING – Telling our story about Jesus    

 
We used Colossians 4:2-6 to consider: “What may ‘open a door’ for our message”, and “How may we be always 
ready to answer everyone about our faith”?  Different people found varying challenges and encouragements in 
this passage.    
 

Key exercises in the session: 
 
1. What is our reaction to the word “Evangelism”?  The point was made that this is often confused with 

‘fundamentalism’ (which is merely believing the fundamental, foundational truths of Christianity) and 
‘evangelicalism’ (which is about believing in the evangel, the ‘Good News’ of Jesus Christ).  Reactions to the 
word ‘evangelism’ varied from “scary!”  and “challenging” to “taking opportunities” and being “as much 
about what you do as what you say”.  Other comments included that it starts with prayer, is done for the 
other person’s sake, can be off-putting if done insensitively, is easier for some, and can be exciting. 

 
2.  “My Story, God’s Story.”  This exercise asked people to make notes about their own faith journey and then 

to share it with their neighbour.  A three-stage approach was used with milestones of ‘before’, ‘during’ and 
‘after’ their decision to follow Jesus, or an event that helped deepen faith.  It is not important to have had a 
“Damascus Road” experience to do this but rather to think about how events have helped your faith become 
deeper and more committed. 
 

Lots found it easy to share their faith journey, particularly on a 1:1 basis, although this was not unanimous.  It 
was encouraging to hear from others about how faith has grown; other words used about the experience 
were: inspiring, challenging, uplifting, unburdening, demanding, like uncorking a magnum of champagne.  
Several were telling their faith stories for the first time and found the concept of ‘journey’ and ‘milestones’ 
helpful, and the next time they share their stories won’t be the first time anymore!   Also, “I don’t feel I can 
(share my faith) but I would like to have this desire; where I’ve failed, please take over where I can’t”. 
 

1 Peter 3:15 was noted as helpful: “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 
the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

 

3. Targeted Prayer.   Each delegate was asked to think of three people they know for whom they will commit 
to pray regularly, including opportunity to share their faith with them.   This is something we all can do. 
  

4. Feedback sheets gave ideas about what struck each individual, and what we can be doing as a church. Some 
of these ideas are summarised below, but all of which will be considered by the team. 

 

Pray more, particularly for God to show us how to proceed with “Growing Our Church”. 
Encourage each other & try harder to share the good news of God’s love with others. 
Give opportunity to share faith and experiences within services – ‘real’ stories of faith. 
Invite the community to our services but be aware they may not be familiar with services. 
Identifying, training in and encouraging use of different gifts, especially evangelism. 
Identify some way to invite back baptism, wedding and funeral contacts – to a celebration? 
Actively seek to serve the community. 
Make a plan for the way forward. 
Expounding the scriptures and encouragement in reading them, perhaps with a devotional. 
More outdoor services and services for families, young and single people. 
Live in the community carrying the light of Christ, being visible so people can ask about Jesus. 
Increase our pastoral work. 
Be a “good shop assistant” in sharing our faith appropriately. 
Join with other churches. 
Be watchful in prayer and show the Holy Spirit. 
Learn helpful vocabulary to talk about faith and Jesus with others without church background. 
Be more open, honest and bold about sharing my faith with others and family. 
Be welcoming as a church with more fun events to show we’re exciting people. 

Thanks to everyone for your input so far – keep it coming!  Let’s GROW St Mary’s! 


