
 

Page 1 of 6 

 John 1: 35-end  

Genesis 28: 10-19 

Psalm 13 

 

Evensong - 28th February 2016 

 

May I speak in the name of the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit 

 

A few years ago on a rainy day a man was walking 

through Warsash. He had a large umbrella up 

against the inclement weather when suddenly a chap 

on a bicycle overtook him and asked him if he was a 

follower?  

What kind of follower, you may ask- well, the fellow 

on the pushbike was wearing a particular kind of 

shirt with blue and white stripes and a logo. The 

other man’s umbrella had the same stripes and logo. 

They had recognised one another as followers of the 

same team and now they are firm friends, united in 

loyalty. 

 

Your credulity may be stretched but stay with me 

and I hope the analogy will become apparent. 

Now, over to you… question time : 

What is a disciple? Who is a disciple? What does a 

disciple do? How can we recognise a disciple? 

 

You see, there are similarities with the 2 chaps and 

their clothing/accessories and discipleship. 

 As Christians we profess to be disciples,followers 

of team Jesus but there are no outward signs. Some 

folk wear a cross on a necklace but how else can we 

be best recognised?  

You see, followers of a certain popular sport have 

no problems wearing strange items of clothing, 

whereas followers of Christ might sometimes even 

be a little embarrassed to profess  their faith 

openly. 
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The passage we heard tonight from St.John’s gospel 

is about Jesus choosing his disciples. 

There are four things going on in this conversation. 

Andrew and Simon (and the other unnamed friend) 

are looking for the Messiah, and they think they 

have found him. Jesus is looking for followers and 

when he finds them, that gives them a new vocation 

( for example,Simon becomes ‘the rock’). 

John’s readers out there in the Gentile world, would 

sense Jesus calling and renaming them, too. And we, 

reading this gospel passage, in the hope of finding 

out more about Jesus, may discover that he is com-

ing to find us. Remember the verse from Isaiah 43: 

 

‘Do not fear,for I have redeemed you; I have called 

you by name, you are mine’ 

 

There is a lot of detail in these first few verses. 

This may lead us to conclude that the author could 

very well have been John, brother to James, one of 

Zebedee’s sons. He would have been a young man at 

the time for he remembers the day quite vividly. 

This had clearly been a life changing moment for 

him, meeting Jesus. 

Reading the passage now all those centuries later, 

it all seems so effortless  

‘Rabbi, where are you staying?’  

‘Come and see’ is the reply. No initiation ceremony, 

no lengthy contracts to read and sign. Just ‘come 

and see’.  

 

That’s what our faith is: you need no qualifications, 

Sainthood is not required either; in fact, the more 

of a mess you have made of life, the more you are 

welcome. 

 

After Easter we will start a series of talks/discus-

sions entitled ‘Growing our church’. Everyone is in-

vited to participate (the emphasis on the pronoun 
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‘our’) and details will be published nearer the time. 

It will be an opportunity for everyone to explore 

how we can share our faith with others, how we can 

grow/expand our church.  

And that means discipleship. 

 

But back to our gospel account. Jesus finds more 

disciples: Philip, Nathanael. He’s the one who 

says:’can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ This 

is his response to Philip saying: …We’ve found him! 

It’s Jesus, Joseph’s son from Nazareth.’  

Jesus’ response to Nathanael is wonderful: ‘You’ll 

see heaven opened and God’s angels going up and 

down upon the son of man.’ 

This refers to the passage from Genesis, our first 

reading tonight. 

 Jacob, after tricking Esau out of his birthright, 

runs for his life when Esau in turn tries to kill him. 

That’s when Jacob sees a ladder, its foot on the 

ground and reaching up to heaven. God’s angels are 

going up and down on this ladder. God stands beside 

it and promises Esau a return to his land as well as 

peace and prosperity. 

What are we to make of this picture Jesus paints 

here for Nathanael? What did he mean? 

 

The point about Jacob’s ladder was that it showed 

that God was there with him, in that place. Jacob 

called the place Bethel, that is ‘God’s house.After 

he had come back to the land and when, much later, 

his descendants had been established in possession 

of it, Bethel became one of the great sanctuaries 

of Israel, one of the places where early Israelite 

worship was carried on. The tradition of Jacob’s 

dream, of angels going up and down a ladder, would 

be connected with the belief that when you wor-

shipped God in his house, God was really present and 

his angels coming and going,were the link to heaven. 
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This is probably the clue we’re looking for. A great 

deal of John’s gospel has to do with the way in which 

Jesus fulfils the promises made concerning the Tem-

ple - and also goes beyond them, pioneering the new 

way in which the living God will be present with his 

people. It reminds of the opening verses of John’s 

gospel ‘ the word became flesh and lived among us.’ 

The word ‘lived’ is a word associated with the pres-

ence of God ‘tabernacling’ or ‘pitching his tent’ in 

our midst. 

This verse 51 seems to be a tight-packed and evoc-

ative 

way of saying 

 ‘ Don't think that all you will see is one or two 

remarkable acts of insight, such as you witnessed 

when I showed you that I knew you before you even 

appeared . 

What you will see from now on is the reality towards 

which Jacob’s ladder and even the Temple itself, 

was pointing like signposts. If you follow me, you’ll 

be watching what it looks like when heaven and earth 

are open to each other. 

You won’t necessarily see angels themselves, but 

you’ll see things happening which show that they’re 

there alright.’ 

 

The earlier part of the passage is meant, I think, 

to be almost comic relief before the solemn, serious 

promise at the end. 

Nathanael, who comes from Cana, cant believe that 

anything good would come out of the rival village, 

Nazareth, a short distance up the hill. A cryptic 

word from Jesus, and suddenly he not only believes 

it possible, he gives Jesus the exalted title of Son 

of God! Jesus seems as surprised and amused as we 

are reading it.  

 

This may be a moment of revelation for Nathanael 

but what really matters is that something greater 
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than a mere Messiah is here. When you’re with Je-

sus, it is as though you’re in the house of God, the 

Temple itself, with angels coming and going, but 

most importantly, God’s presence there beside you. 

That promise, of course, remains as trues today as 

it was then. In chapter 20.vs31 John explains it: ‘ 

‘But this is written so that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and that 

through believing you may have life in his name.’ 

 

So Jesus had gathered his disciples, a random se-

lection of ordinary men and of course, women, too. 

What were their credentials? And what did they do 

to get noticed by Jesus? 

 

 Did they get the business of discipleship right from 

the start? of course not. Again and again they get 

it wrong, they are impatient, their faith is wavers, 

sometimes they’re not too sure who Jesus is. And 

then, at the very moment when their support really 

counted, Peter(the rock) denies Jesus and the oth-

ers run away.  

Being a follower of a team is not always easy; the 

ups and downs of its fortunes have to be dealt with, 

but no matter what, the strange garments are worn 

with pride on match days. 

Being a disciple of Jesus although not straightfor-

ward, should also be a matter of pride. 

We can show our faith as his followers by our ac-

tions, by our behaviour in the wider community. It 

does not matter about wearing a particular garment; 

Jesus’ disciples were recognised by their association 

with him.  

As he now lives in our hearts until he comes again, 

we need to remember what St.Paul says in his letter 

to the Colossians: 

‘and whatever you do, in word or deed, do every-

thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through him.’ 

 



 

Page 6 of 6 

Amen 

 

   

  

 
 


