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This morning, inspired by our psalm, I want to talk about
faith. Ps 48 starts by praising God, which is a pretty
good thing to do, and then says some pretty amazing
things about God's city, Jerusalem. We just need to
know that in the Psalm Jerusalem is called Zion. So,
faith.
What's the biggest and greatest thing you can think of?
What's the most amazing experience you've ever had
What's the most beautiful thing you've ever seen? What's
really precious to you? But perhaps other people don't
think those things are really great, or amazing, or
beautiful, or precious. Yet you can think, or feel or see
something about your precious object that others can't.
Likewise, some things may seem little and not very
impressive or precious to us, but to others they appear
very differently.
Ps 48 is a bit like that; it tells us how God sees Jerusalem.
When it was written Jerusalem was certainly not the
biggest, or richest, or highest, or most beautiful city in
the world. In fact it didn't seem really anything like the
psalm says! It still doesn't, nearly 3000 years later! In
fact it's pretty contentious and parts are not at all pretty...
I've been there two or three times now; I've seen it and
experienced a little of it. To many other people it's a
small, dusty, very problematic city in a tiny country that
has caused more troubles than it's worth. However to
God it's the most important city in the world, it's the
centre of the universe.

The all-powerful God, who made everything we can see
and not see, the visible and the invisible, has chosen
Jerusalem to be his throne-room. So he sees it as the
opening verses of this psalm describe. And, having been
there, I can say it's probably the most amazing place I've
been to, despite its outward seeming imperfections.
So what's this got to do with faith? Well, God sees
things differently to us and encourages us to see things as
he sees them. This is what seeing with eyes of faith is all
about. It's not trying to believe fairy tales, or avoiding
the reality of hard situations, or believing six impossible
things before breakfast, like the White Queen in 'Alice
Through the Looking Glass'. Faith is about learning to
see how God sees things, choosing to see them his way. I
think this is one of the key lessons from Ps 48.
And it's not just about cities. We can apply this lesson to
how we view circumstances - and people! If this is how
God sees a city, think how he sees you! And that really
annoying neighbour or work colleague or person at
school... Or that really hard situation...
And in another lesson, looking at Jerusalem like this,
with the eyes of faith, reminded the psalm writer that
God is his protector. Seeing the physical walls, ramparts,
gates and towers, reminded him that God had protected
his people in the past and will do so in the future. This
psalm shows God can use visible things to remind us of
deeper realities; of his protection, his love, his power.

In a wonderful phrase from a commentary, by looking
like this "the visible becomes transparent to the
invisible". I love that - "the visible becomes transparent
to the invisible". In other words, when we look at the
visible city we are led to look through the physical reality
to the greater reality beyond, it's really the throne-room
of God! A real sign of his protection! Looking at places,
at circumstances, at people, like this is transformative.
It's how the writer to the Hebrews could say: "Faith is the
assurance of our hope, the substance of things unseen."
Faith shows us things even more real than the physical
world around us.
Here's an example. If we look at the picture above the
altar we can see Jesus on the cross. Sometimes it's easier
than others to see beyond that physical reality. In the
winter the picture can be dark and hidden, but we still see
there's a window there. On a sunny day like this, it's
perfectly clear and our eyes are led to, and then even
through, the picture to the greater light beyond. But the
greater 'beyond' is always there, whatever the amount of
light around us. We know it, even when we don't see it
obviously. Holding onto that truth whatever the
circumstances, that's faith.
And so, as "the visible becomes transparent to the
invisible" more and more for us, we will begin to see
other things, other people, and circumstances, how God
sees them.
To God, everyone is one of his beautiful beloved
creations, however annoying or wicked they may seem to

us. To God, every circumstance can be turned to good,
to an opportunity to know him better. As the visible
becomes transparent to the invisible we can see what we
hadn't before, the beauty and glory that's really there.
And then, as verse 8 of our psalm says, were seeing what
we'd only heard about before. That verse is almost like a
milestone on a journey of faith. We'd sort of understood
it before, but now we really get it! What had been only
second hand knowledge is now part of our own
experience, it's no longer a second-hand faith. We're
seeing for our self, as God sees.
So, to summarise. Some things may seem more beautiful
to other people than to us, and others don't see what we
see! Yet God wants us all to see things like he does;
because people and things that don't look important to us
may be really important to him. God can use the
physical world around us to show us things that are even
more real; this is what choosing to see with the eye of
faith is all about; it's letting the visible become
transparent to the invisible.
God wants us to learn to see like this for ourselves, so our
faith will not be a second-hand faith learned from others,
but rather an ever-deepening, personal trust in his active
love and protection. Then, in the concluding words of
our psalm, 'we may tell these things to the next
generation; for this God is our God for ever and ever; he
will be our guide, even to the end". AMEN

